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Life. Liberty. The pursuit of happiness. We salute the
ideals on which our great nation was founded, and ask

that you join us in letting your patriotic spirit soar.

Town of Mercer
Town of Carey

Town of Anderson
City of Hurley
Town of Saxon
Town of Pence

Town of Gurney
Town of Sherman

Super One is new arrival in Hurley
By MARGARET LEVRA
Globe Staff Writer

HURLEY — The name has
changed to Super One Foods but
it is business as usual at the gro-
cery story in Hurley, new owners
say.

Super One Foods of Hurley
officially took over Copps Food
Center in Hurley on Jan. 28.

Wayne Garnell, who was a for-
mer manager in Ironwood, is
store manager in Hurley.

Longtime Copps employee
Coleen Koivisto is assistant store
manager and many of the same
employees remain.

Bob Halverson, vice-president
of operations for Super One, with
headquarters in Hermantown,
Minn., said Super One is offering
the Gogebic Range and northern
Wisconsin “the winning formula
— great prices, great quality,
great customer service.”

He said that has been the win-
ning formula for the company
since 1976, when Super One first
opened in Cloquet, Minn.

“We want to be able to pry
open what was here before and
not only meet, but exceed the
expectations of customers from
the Gogebic Range and northern
Wisconsin,” he said.

“We are very proud of our abil-
ity to bring great value with
great prices. We are also very
proud of our perishable offerings.
We offer only USDA black Angus
beef and buy only the finest pro-
duce.”

BIG CHANGE
Halverson and other Super

One officials were in Hurley for

the transition. The store
remained open.

Halverson termed the chal-
lenge of change as “a monumen-
tal task.”

“Changing from one supplier
to another. Every tag had to  be
changed either to Super Valu or
one of the brands out of our
warehouse, a 100,000-square-
foot building in Duluth,” Halver-
son said.

“We buy thousands of promo-
tional items (stored in the ware-
house) and pass those savings on
to our customers.”

Super One’s information tech-
nology department replaced the
cash registers, trucking sched-
ules were re-routed and suppli-
ers were added, Halverson said.

About 98 percent of the
employees, who worked at Copps
were re-hired by Super One,

Halverson said.
“It’s a pleasure to meet and

move forward with this crew,”
Halverson said. “They are great
people.”

FAVORITES REMAIN
Halverson said Copps Food

Center had a lot of variety, and
many of those products will still
be available at Super One.

“We do not have the Roundy’s
label anymore. However we will
still be offering many of the same
items, along with additional
products that were not there
before,” Halverson said.

Many bakery and deli items
will continue to be available,
along with new Super One items.

“We will look at the best of
both. We do not want to lose the
things that made this store what
it is,” he added.
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Bob Halverson, vice-president of operations for Super One, changes
a tags in the produce department during the January transition from
Copps Food Center in Hurley to Super One.

Action Floor marks 
20 years in community
By DIANE MONTZ
Globe Staff Writer

MERCER, Wis. — Action
Floor Systems LLC celebrates its
20th anniversary of producing
maple sports floors in Mercer
this year.

Action began production on
March 20, 1989, with 20 employ-
ees.

Owners Tom Abendroth and
Dan Corullo and plant manager
Karl Anderson are still at work
at Action Floor 20 years later.

“It took off right from the get-
go,” Anderson said.

Action buys lumber from
regional sawmills — 13 million
board feet of lumber a year at
this time.

It dries the lumber, then cuts
it into tongue-and-groove boards
for sports floors.

In recent years, Action has
added a urethane floor to com-
plement its wood floors. The self-
leveling urethane material
comes from the Netherlands.
Among its uses is indoor tracks
around the perimiter of basket-
ball floors.

Today, there are 105 full-time
employees, according to Ander-
son.

At one point, Action had four
owners, 130 to 140 fulltime
employees and operated 1.5 pro-
duction shifts.

“We improved our efficiency,”
Abendroth said.

The plant has a capacity of 7
million square feet annually, he
said, adding that “the market is
not demanding that.”

Abendroth is the fourth gener-
ation in the hardwood floor man-
ufacturing business. His great-
grandfather converted a planing
mill at Rhinelander into a floor-
ing mill.

Later, his father started a
flooring plant at Amasa, in
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.
Abendroth and Anderson worked
there; Corullo’s sawmill provided
lumber. That company was sold
in 1985.

The Mercer facility opened
four years later.

Abendroth notes that:
—Action is the largest

employer in Iron County. Since
1989, it has put $64 million pay-
roll dollars into the community.

—Action has purchased more
than $146 million in lumber from
sawmills; 45 sawmills — 75 per-
cent of them — are within a 100-
mile radius of Mercer.

—Since 1997, Action has rein-
vested more than $9 million in
the Mercer facilities for buildings
and equipment. A $1,055,000
boiler plant is the most recent
investment.

—Action Floor has customers
in all 50 states and 24 countries.

“Action Floor Systems does
not just recirculate dollars,”
Abendroth said in a news
release. “All these dollars spent
come from revenues generated
from around the country and the
world.”

Action  is “certified green” by
the Forestry Sustainability
Council.

The certification reflects
everything from the business
practices of the loggers and

sawmills it does business with to
its own emissions, according to
Corullo, and the recycling of
waste materials generated in its
production processes.

The owners say it reflects an
envrionmental stewardship that
runs through the company.

“We’ve lived it from the day
we started here,”Abendroth said.

Action floors are in gyms at
Gogebic Community College in
Ironwood; schools in Mellen, But-
ternut, Eagle River, Arbor Vitae,
Minocqua and Wausau; the U.S.
Air Force Academy at Colorado
Springs, Colo.; Lambeau Field
(racquetball courts) in Green
Bay; the U.S. Naval Academy at
Annapolis, Md.; Stanford Univer-
sity in Palo Alto, Cal.; and uni-
versities in Estonia, Turkey,
Qater, Korea and India.

The economic downturn “has-
n’t impacted us at this point,”
Abendroth said in January.

Owners are optimistic that
2009 will be another good year
for the company.

After that, they say, they’ll
“batten the hatches” and contin-
ue their emphasis on lean, effi-
cient production.
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Action Floor Systems owners Dan Corullo, left, and Tom Abendroth,
center, confer with plant manager Karl Anderson. Action, which pro-
duces maple sports floors at a Mercer, Wis., production facility, cele-
brates 20 years at the site in 2009.

Mercer school challenges
students to do their best

By Jeff Ehrhardt
Special to the Globe

Great things are happening at
the Mercer K-12 School.

We are a small northern Wis-
consin school that links our stu-

dents and their
families with
highly trained
p r o f e s s i o n a l
educators.

We provide a
wide spectrum
of educational
opportunities
that include a
1.5-to-1 com-
puter-student
ratio with high-

speed wireless Internet access
and cutting edge programming.

Our highly trained teaching
staff nurtures each of our kids in
a family friendly environment,
challenging each child academi-
cally, physically and emotionally.

Small class sizes allow us to
personalize individual learning
plans. Partnering with the family
is a critical link to each child’s
success, and we highly promote
parent involvement.

Our school and community
work with our teachers in provid-
ing the best education possible
for our kids.

The Mercer School Foundation
continues to raise funds to pro-
vide scholarships and education-
al experiences we could not oth-
erwise afford within our budget.

Annually, Mercer graduates
receive  more than $20,000 in
privately endowed scholarships.
We have a great Parent/Teach-
er/Student Association that does
the special things that make the
Mercer School a wonderful place
to learn and work.

Parents and families are
always visible at the Mercer
School and are surely welcome.

The Mercer School Board
recently added student access to

the Global Student Network,
which offers our kids a full cur-
riculum of online courses. These
new courses provide 24/7 access
and include increased offerings
in science, social studies, lan-
guage arts, mathematics, foreign
language, technology and
health.

NEW CHARTER SCHOOL
In addition to our traditional

curriculum, the Mercer School
offers students a non-traditional

Hurley Tax Service
24 Indiana Ave. – Montreal, WI 54550

715-561-9969 www.hurleytax.com

Serving Ironwood, Hurley, Mercer, Iron County 
and the surrounding areas.

• Pick up and delivery or come to our office
• Over 5000 returns in 16 years
• Get your refund as soon as 9 days

Ehrhardt
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Library aide Cheryl Gransee helps second graders with computer
lessons in the new library at Mercer K-12 School in January. The stu-
dents are, from front, Tristin Woolf, Kaylee Cassiani, Britney Anderson
and Colin Hartigan. A $180,000 grant last year from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education provided new laptop and desktop computers, cam-
eras, projector, printer and other equipment; related furniture; fiction
and nonfiction books and reference materials to upgrade the library. To
secure the new materials, the school had the English classroom moved
over the summer and had walls built to enclose the library. Previously,
portable bookshelves that did not reach to the ceiling formed walls for
the library.

(See STUDENTS — Page 6)
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